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The WCWLC November meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Rich Delisle. The meeting 

opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.   Eighteen individuals were in attendance representing 

thirteen lakes and flowages.  Rich asked WCWLC Board members present to introduce themselves.  

Board members present included: Rich Delisle, Mel Heaney, Jim Morgenroth, Francie Rowe, 

Mark Theis, and Bill Van Dongen.  

 

Marl Piechowski was in attendance representing the Waushara County Board and the 

Land/Water/Education Committee.  Mary Rohl was present representing the Waushara County 

Health Department.   
 

 

Public Comments 

 
Discussion of ProcellaCOR treatments in Bugh, Silver, and Pleasant lakes summer of 2022 was 

discussed.  It was noted that following the ProcellaCOR treatment in Bughs EWM has disappeared 

for 2022, but the lake has experienced a loss of water clarity.  Pleasant Lake also used ProcellaCOR 

in 2022 and also experienced water clarity loss.  Silver Lake used ProcellaCOR a couple years ago 

in Foxtail Bay and now the HWM is back.  Pearl Lake, has used 2-4 D over many years.  Its use has 

led to a lot of damage in Pearl lake. A tremendous change to ecosystem.   

 

It was noted that repeated use of chemical herbicides may result in plant resistance to the chemical 

over time.   

 

It was asked if DASH has shown success in any Waushara County lakes..  Rich noted it did not work 

in Bughs, but noted that Silver Lake had success.  He noted that when using DASH one must be very 

careful as not to allow plant fragments to “escape” or leave them in lake.   

  

Jeff Straub, Big Hills, noted they saw plant growth disappear in 2022 – with no EWM , no native 

plants, no herbicide or hand pulling.   

 

Bill Kehl reported Lake Lucerne, had the same experience – plant explosion and then the plants 

disappeared.   
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Richard Delisle introduced Kyle Kettner coordinator of the 14-Mile Creek Watershed Project.  Kyle 

briefly described the project and offered his knowledge and expertise if needed.   Kyle’s contact 

information can be found at:  https://www.co.adams.wi.us/departments/land-water-conservation/fourteen-

mile-9ke-plan     

         

Agenda, Minutes 

 
Neal Nett moved the agenda be approved as submitted; Bill Kehl seconded the motion; the motion passed 

by unanimous vote. 

 

Karen Reynolds moved the August, 2022 minutes be approved as written; Neal Nett seconded the 

motion; the motion passed with a unanimous vote. 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report– Bill Van Dongen  
 
Bill Van Dongen presented the treasurer’s report.  He directed those present to the printed report 

distributed with the August minutes.  As of today, 14 WCWLC member groups have paid 2023 

dues; 2 have paid 2024 dues.  1 has paid 2025 dues. 

 
As of 11/12/2022 Total Useable Funds:    $   2,049.62 
As of 11/12/2022 Total Environmental Education Funds  $  10,749.91 

 

Mel Heaney moved Bill be directed to pay outstanding vouchers.  Jim Morgenroth seconded the motion; 

the motion passed on a unanimous vote.   

  

 

Unfinished Business 

 
None 

  

New Business 

 
Guest Speaker – Todd Wahler, Waushara County Director of Zoning & Land Conservation  
  
Todd presented an up-date on Waushara County drinking water well testing, nitrates levels, and 

available assistance for the existing ARPA Reverse Osmosis program.  He distributed the county 2018-

2021 Nitrite-Nitrate County Map.  Beginning in 2018, one-third of the county’s townships were tested 

for nitrite-nitrate in drinking water wells each year.   The 2019 testing was suspended due to COVID-

19.   The county’s goal is to develop a Waushara County Well Water testing program.  A cyclic 

sampling program will be constructed to sample drinking water wells every 3-5 years.   Waushara 

County has allocated $4,000 to $5,000/year in the past for water testing.  Anyone can come to the county 

and get a water sampling kit.  A simple Nitrate – Chloride Test costs approximately $40. The UW-Ext. 

also offers a Home Owners Test Kit which tests for additional metals and hardness, it costs 

approximately $60.  If an individual participates in the County’s ARPA Reverse Osmosis Program, the 

County will pick-up the Nitrate-Chloride Test.     
  
The 2018-2021 Nitrite-Nitrate Map reports:  

85 wells with Nitrogen level over 5 ppm  
45 wells with Nitrogen levels over 10 ppm  
22 wells with Nitrogen levels over 20 ppm  
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The highest nitrogen level reported was 66.4 ppm in Berlin in the Town of Aurora 
  
To-date, $300,000 of the federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) money has been allocated to 

provide clean drinking water for Waushara County residents.  Part I of the grant provides Reverse 

Osmosis (RO) systems via cost share for homeowners.  Part II offers septage haulers support to dump 

septage at treatment systems, not on agricultural fields.  In Waushara County Part II failed because 

local water treatment facilities have no space to enable them to take additional septage.  
  
Todd reported that a reverse osmosis (RO) system can consist of either a single point system or a whole 

house system. The County will pay for a single point system if nitrate levels are under 26 ppm or a 

whole house system if the nitrate levels are over 26 ppm. Todd noted that this is a Cost-Share Program 

where the County will pick-up 80% of the cost while the remaining 20% will be paid by the 

homeowner.  The typical cost of a RO system is approximately $1,800/under-the-sink 

or  $8,000.00/ whole-house.    
  
At this point, 24 Waushara County homeowners have taken advantage of the County program, 30 are in 

the pipeline.  Funds will be available through 2024.    
  
For homeowners to be eligible, well water must be tested by a state lab and tests must be conducted 

within the past 5 years.    
  
Todd noted that he was part of the Central Sands Ground Water Collaborative.    
  
Todd was asked if the County could control Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO) manure 

spreading.   Todd noted that CAFOs are regulated by the State.  It is the Wisconsin DNR that permits 

CAFOs.  The County processes the initial Nutrient Management Plan. 
 

 

Guest Speaker – Mary Robl, Tri-County Environmental Health 

 

Mary Robl spoke to the health concerns of the swimming beaches in Waushara County.  She noted that, 

in Waushara County there are no beaches that require monitoring.  If illness occurs and is reported to the 

county, Waushara County will test lake water. 

 

Mary reported that when beach monitoring is done for E. coli bacteria and they are found, it is often an 

indicator that other more harmful bacteria are present.  She noted that E. coli is commonly found in lakes 

as it is present in the feces of birds and animals (dogs, raccoons, etc. as well as people).  

 

She noted that E. coli advisories are issued when the E. coli bacteria are found in numbers greater than 

235 MPN /100ml. (MPN = most probable number) 

 

Mary was asked who samples lake waters and who pays?   She responded, not the county, the lake 

district, homeowner, or town must do both.   Francie shared that the cost for an E. coli test by the State 

Hygiene lab in Madison is $30.00 a sample.    

 

Asked if swimmers itch is related to E. coli, Mary responded, “no”.  

 

Mary distributed a handout, Staying Safe and Healthy in Wisconsin’s Lakes: What You Need to Know 

About Blue-Green Algae.  She noted that blue-green algae are not algae at all, but a cyanobacterium.   

They are often toxic, but not always.  She noted that green algae sink to the bottom of a jar, while blue-

green algae float.  Green algae are often stringy or visible as a single cell; blue-green algae are not.   

 

When a blue-green algae bloom is found in a lake, the County will post the beach, to alert swimmers.   



 

 

Welcome Packets 

 

Rich reported that the Welcome Packet grant application has been submitted.  He thanked to Ed 

Hernandez for his help in developing the grant proposal.  The cost of packets will be about $10/ packet.  

This cost is to be paid for by the grant, cost to the districts and associations is zero. 

 

Rich suggested that each district or association add a letter of introduction to the packets they distribute.   

 

DNR Requests - none 

 

AIS Grant Program  – no report 

 

Land Conservation Requests - none 

 

Lake Group Report – Pearl Lake, Nick Thomas 

 

Pearl Lake is a 101 acre lake within a 1,308 acre watershed located mostly north and northeast of the 

lake. Pearl Lake’s lake level fluctuates, with a maximum depth of 50 feet.  There is one public boat 

launch on the south side.   
 

Pearl Lake has a lake district composed of 30 properties.  Taxes for the District are assessed via mil rate.  
 

District funds have been used to improve fish habitat via structures, fish stocking, and working to 

improve shorelines to support fish habitat.  Currently, a shoreline project to improve shoreline habitat is 

in progress.  Plants for shoreline protection have been purchased from Malchows, Wild Rose.   
 

The District is currently working on an update of its lake management plan.  The District has received a 

lake planning grant from DNR to support the update work. 

 
 

Future Agenda Items 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Neal Nett.   Mel Heaney seconded the motion; the meeting adjourned 

at 11:38. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Francie Rowe, Secretary 

 

WCWLC Board Members:   

 
Richard DeLisle   (term 2021-24)       Bill Van Dongen     (term 2021-24)  

Mel Heaney       (term 2022-25)  Mark Theis           (term 2020 -23)  

Francie Rowe      (term 2022-25) Chuck McCauley      (term 2021-23)  

Jim Morgenroth   (term 2022-25) 

 

Future WCWLC meetings and Agenda Items 

 

February 11, 2023 - TBD 

May 13, 2023- TBD 

August 12, 2023- TBD 


