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The WCWLC first quarterly meeting of 2022 was called to order at 10:05 by Mel Heaney. The 

meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Twenty-eight individuals were in attendance 

( four via Webex ) representing 14 lakes and flowages.  Rich asked Board members present to 

introduce themselves, which they did.  Board members present included:  Richard Delisle (online), 

Mel Heaney, Bill Van Dongen, Mark Theis (online), and Francie Rowe.   
 

The meeting was conducted as a hybrid, members attending via Webex and face-to-face. 

 
 

Public Comments 

 

Tom Parker, asked for clarification on the Waushara County rules regarding dead trees.  In 

Waushara County, trees must be certified dead before they can be taken down.  Contact Zoning 

for permits.   

 

Property owners may not cut down a tree that is not in their corridor.  Any trees or branches 

placed in the lake must be secured so that branches do not float away,    

 
 

Agenda and Minutes 

 
Marty Wilke  moved the agenda be approved as submitted; Joel Martin seconded the motion; the 

motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Richard Delisle moved the minutes be approved as written. Marty Wilke seconded the motion; the 

motion passed via unanimous vote. 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report– Bill Van Dongen  
 

Bill Van Dongen presented the treasurer’s report.  He noted a printed treasurer’s report had 

been distributed to members via email.  He stated that currently WCWLC is in good 

financial shape.  .   
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As of January 23, 2022: 

   

WCWLC Total Useable Funds:    $  1,845.11 

WCWLC Total Environmental Education Funds  $ 10,866.83 

 

Currently, WCWLC has 18 paid members 

 

Marty Wilke moved Bill pay outstanding vouchers.  Betty Martin seconded the motion; the motion 

passed on a unanimous vote. 

 

 

.Unfinished Business 

 
 There was none. 

 

New Business 
 

 

Guest Speaker – Chris Hamerla, Golden Sands RC&D, Options on controlling Aquatic Invasive Species 

in our lakes. 

 

Chris reported that Wisconsin no longer has a grant system for supporting Golden Sands RC&D AIS 

work.  State funds are now allocated in given amounts per county.  Waushara was allocated $ 12,300.02 

for 2022.   

 

Waushara County Land, Water, and Education Committee voted to hired Golden Sands R, C & D for 

aquatic invasive species (AIS) management with their allotted funds for 2022.  The County Board 

approved their action. 

 

Under the new system, Outreach education is the current focus.  Funding of field work is no longer 

covered.  Chris shared a handout that outlined what is covered.   Bill Van Dongen will send the handout 

out to the membership via email.  

 

Chris noted that Golden Sand RC&D will be offering contracted services.  These include options that 

Golden Sands RC&D previously offered.  For example: 

 

• Point intercept surveys 

• AIS monitoring 

• Map lakes illustrating where EWM or other plants are found in a given lake 

• Update of lake management plans;  

• Help with writing grants may be available in the future, it is not now   

 

Rich Delisle noted that 5+ years ago Waushara County encouraged all named lakes to develop lake 

management plans, now these plans are all in need of update.   

 

Chris reported that Golden Sands now has john boat, and therefore the staff has the ability to get out on 

the Waushara County lakes. He noted that fish inventories are being completed on multiple Waushara 

County lakes this year. 

 

 

  



 

 

Introduction of Melissa Pingel, Waushara County Administrator 

 

Melissa Pingel shared that she came from Winnebago County.  She started her job in Waushara County 

in October.   She noted that she is currently learning how the Land/Water/Education Committee works.   

 

Two questions were asked by WCWLC members: 

 

Question:  County Board reps are not appearing at Lake District meetings.  This appears to be a problem 

throughout the County.  What can be done? 

 

Mark Piechowski, chair of the Land/Water/Education Committee, replied that he recognizes the 

problem.  He hopes to improve the situation in the future.  He suggested that the solution might be to 

change the representation so that more than one Board member could attend a given lake district 

meeting.   

 

Rich Delisle, noted that Wisconsin Chapter 33, https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/33 , 

defines how lake districts must operate.  Chapter 33 requires counties to appoint lake district 

representatives for each lake district in their county.1   

 

Question:  Why isn’t there a water voice on the Land/Water/Education Committee.   

 

Marty noted the request for a “water voice” on the Land/Water/Education Committee was made a 

year or so ago and denied.    Mark Piechowski noted he did not know the why.  Melissa Pingel did 

not comment. 

 

 

Update on Environmental Education Grant Program 

 

Currently, three applicants have applied for an Environmental Education Grant.  The award will be 

made in March, 2022. 
 

DNR Requests  

 

No DNR person was present 

 

Information & Possible Action on AIS Grant Program 

 

Chris Hamerla noted that DNR AIS grants still exist, although they are no longer being used to fund 

Golden Sands RC&D. 
 

Land Conservation Committee Requests  

 

No one from the Land Conservation Committee was present.  Mel reported on a memo from Todd 

Wahler regarding rental properties in Waushara County.  The Memo noted that Waushara County will be 

changing its rental permits to reflect a restriction on the number of individuals that can rent a given 

building.  The ordinance in the works for rentals will link septic size and occupancy.  The goal is to 

reduce rental occupancy. 

 

 
1 From Wisconsin Chapter 33:28(2)(a)  

Except as provided in sub. (2m) (c), the board of commissioners shall consist of all of the following: 

(a) One person appointed by the county board who is a member of the county land conservation committee or 

who is nominated by the county land conservation committee and appointed by the county board.  Sub 

(2m)(c) address a lake district that includes a dam and valuation of property in the associated town, village, or 

city associated with the District.  
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WCWLC Lake Group - Twin Lake Association Report by Gordy Kerthals & Tom Parker 

 

Twin Lakes is a 40-acre lake.  It is not a full recreational lake, as it is a no-wake lake.  One-third of 

lake’s north shore is undeveloped.  In the past, two Boy Scout camps on lake kept the shoreline natural.  

Both have now been sold; lake residents don’t know what the future will bring. 

 

The Lake Association is composed of 35 members; half live in vacation homes, half are full time 

residents. 

 

The lake’s greatest challenge to-date has been managing Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM).  In 2020 the 

lake experienced an EWM population explosion.  The Association applied for a DNR grant to help with 

herbicide treatment in 2020, however DNR denied the grant.  In 2021 Twin Lakes hired a DASH 

company to remove EWM plants.  They worked for 3-4 days, but did not make a dent in the EWM 

population.   

 

This experience made the Association members realize the Association must have a current Lake 

Management Plan to seek DNR funding. 

 

The new owner of the boy scout camp, 600 acres, has deforested 200 of the 600 acres and turned those 

acres into a farm field.  They have also added two high capacity wells.    The Association is wondering 

how this change will impact the lake, both pollution and water drawdown.   

 

Gordy asked Chris Hamerla if a lake bottom barrier, a lake blanket, could be used to prevent EWM 

growth.  Chris, replied that they are effective, but not currently allowed in Wisconsin because they kill 

all the plants and Chara., not just EWM. 

 

 

Suggestions for Future Agenda Items 
 

Rich thanked Melissa for attending our meeting and noted that there is an open Board of Directors 

position.  He invited those present to consider joining the WCWLC Board of Directors.   

   

Mel asked for program suggestions for 2022 WCWLC meetings, noting that both the August and 

November meeting agendas are open.  None were offered. 
 

The following meetings were set for 2022. 

 

May 14, 2022 @ 9:00 am – Ted Johnson, DNR grants 

August 13, 2022 @ 9:00 am -  

November 12, 2022 @ 10:00 am -  

 

  

Motion to adjourn was made by Jeff Straub.  The meeting adjourned at 11:38 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Francie Rowe, Secretary 

 

WCWLC Board Members:   

 
Richard DeLisle   (term 2021-24)       Bill Van Dongen  (term 2021-24)  

Mel Heaney      (term 2019-22)  Mark Theis        (term 2020 -23)  

Francie Rowe     (term 2019 -22)  Open position    (term 2020-23)  

Karen Reynolds   (term 2019 -22) 


